
      Reception  Newsletter Autumn 2026 

Welcome to Autumn Term in Reception! There is a great deal for the children to learn this 
term, to settle back into the routines of school generally and Reception in particular, to en-
sure they continue to make fabulous progress on their school learning journey. For the 
first two weeks the focus is on making sure the children are settled and confident; as   
happy, relaxed children find learning almost effortless. The curriculum information, which 
is outlined below, is designed to support you in encouraging your child’s learning 
and development at home.   

If you have any questions, I will be only to happy to answer them. 

Communication and Language 

This area of our curriculum is a           
fundamental life skill and the 
children will be learning to ... 

Use the pronoun I in sentences 
about themselves 

Develop active listening skills, focusing on 
the speaker and what is being said 

Answer simple questions  

Talk about their life and experiences in 
simple sentences 

Physical Development 

The teaching and learning focus will be … holding a pencil, scissors and       
paintbrush correctly so that they can be controlled more accurately;             
manipulating materials and objects with control, whether ripping, threading or 
manoeuvring them; throwing and catching a ball or bean bag and stopping and avoiding    
obstacles when moving at various speeds. 

Personal, Social and Emotional  

Development 

The children will be learning important life 
skills, specifically: 

To build positive relationships with adults 
and peers 

To follow classroom routines & meet       
expectations of behaviour 

To tidy up toys and resources when they    
are finished with them 

To independently choose where to play 

Literacy 

Learning to read and write is the key to 
the rest of the children’s schooling and 
this term they will be: 

Enjoying listening to stories, and joining in and   
exploring simple stories and rhymes 

Identifying the main setting and events in a story 

Exploring mark making strategies and movements 

Beginning to learn letter sounds 

Blending and segmenting with these letter sounds 

Write the appropriate lower case letter for these 
sounds—with the correct formation 

 

Mathematics 

The children will be mastering: 

Reciting numbers from 0 to 10 and 
back down again through songs,  
stories and games 
 

Representing sets to 5 with a wide 
variety of resources and their    
fingers 
Subitising sets to 5 using a wide  
variety of resources and  
fingers 

Identifying 1 more 
and 1 less than for 
numbers to 5 



Understanding the World 

To develop their understanding of the world 
the children will be learning to: 

Name and describe familiar people and their 
jobs (particularly nurses, police officers 
and firemen) 

Use their senses to explore and 
create meaningful understanding 
of the world as they experience 
it 

Notice and talk about the  
changes that make autumn 

Share news and memories of special times 
shared with friends and families 

Develop an understanding of different    
cultures 

Expressive Arts and Design 

The children will be encouraged to use 
props to retell or act out a story. They will 
be supported in producing observational 
drawings of everyday objects. 
They will develop greater      
control of a paint brush to    
create clearer images when 
painting. They will experiment 
with mixing primary colours.  

Children may not always come home super 
clean, but this can be evidence of     
fabulous learning! 

In Music the children will 
explore different sounds 
and rhythms, developing an 
understanding of loud,    
quiet, fast and slow. 

Topic 

Our learning this term will be 
developed from stories such 
as “The Gingerbread Man”, 
“The Gruffalo”, “Room On 
The Broom,” The Leaf Thief 
and “The Gruffalo’s Child’.  

The children will have opportunities to     
engage in a range of themed activities and 
provision areas linked to the stories. They 
will develop understanding of the season of      
autumn, particularly through wellie walks 
and using their observational skills. We will 
also be learning about celebrations including 
Halloween, Diwali, Bonfire Night and   
Christmas.  

P.E 

Reception children will need to come to 
school wearing their   P.E kits every  
Thursday.  

Whilst the children 
can wear stud          
earrings to school, 
these should not be 
worn on PE days. 
 

Postcard from Dale 
Dale is Lingdale’s school mascot. 
Children who work hard or achieve 
something special will receive a postcard 
through the post. Keep an eye out for 
these special commendations! 

Clothing 
Children have daily access to the 
outdoor area so please     ensure 
your child wears          appropriate 
clothing. We can provide children 
with waterproof trousers and wel-
lies.  

Our classroom sometimes feels cold to the chil-
dren so please make sure they always bring a 
school jumper or cardigan. 

As we enter the colder months, 
please ensure children are bringing  
hats, scarfs and gloves with them as 
we will be going outdoors in all 
weathers!  

If your child regularly has accidents, can we 
please ask you send them to school with a spare 
bag of clothes. Thank you 

Please ensure all clothing is clearly labelled 
with your child’s name. 



Reading books 

Please ensure book bags are in school every day.  

A new Little Wandle Reading book will come home in your child’s book bag on a 
Thursday and it must be returned to school on a Tuesday. Books cannot be changed if 
the previous book has not been returned on the Tuesday, which will negatively af-
fect your child's reading. Please note: if  phonics books become  damaged or lost, we 
will ask for a contribution to a new one.  We hope you understand. 

Home Readers (from our class library) will be sent home on a Friday and returned to school on a 
Friday so your child will always have a book to enjoy at home. Please note, home readers are chosen 
by your child and the intention is that they share the book with an adult or older child, as these 
books are chosen by the child and not linked to their reading ability.  

Book Draw Don’t forget, to be entered into the weekly Book Draw, with the opportunity to win a 
fab new book of your child’s choosing the Reading Record must be signed 3 times in a week (1 signa-
ture per read).  If your child has 3 signs in their reading record, they will also be awarded dojo 
points.  

Scrap materials 

We would really appreciate any scrap 
materials for our creative area 
e.g. cereal boxes, corks, 
plastic bottle tops and 
the card rolls from inside 

kitchen roll, tin foil etc (but NOT 
toilet rolls). Thank you.   

Dates for your diary 

3rd September - Online Safety Workshop 

7th September - After School Clubs start (must be 
booked in advance) 

19th September—Tuck shops start  

29th September— Phonics/ reading session for Rec 
parents  

3rd October—School photos   

4-10th October—World Space week 

10th October— World Mental Health Day 

22nd October—Halloween Disco 

22nd October—School break up (1 week) 

23rd October—PD DAY—School closed 

2nd November—Return to school 

13th November—Children in Need 

7th December—Christmas Fayre  

14th December—KS1/Rec Nativity  

16th December— KS1/ Rec Party  

17th December—Christmas jumper/ 
Xmas dinner day 

18th December—Christingle 

Contact information 

Keep up to date with what’s happening in our 
class by ‘liking’ our school     Facebook page 
(@lingdaleprimary) and using our class dojo 

account 

School contact number:  

01287 651723 

Miss Mole’s email address:  

cmole@lingdale.lingfieldtrust.org.uk 

If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. 

Mrs Thomas 


