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Early Years Expectations:  
Introduction  
 
Across our schools, we recognise and value the unique opportunities  and benefits that an excellent Early Years curriculum 

can bring. As a Trust, we routinely  revisit and  reflect upon and share  our expectations for a quality reception year , 

encompassing our Trust  values, and collective experience ð along with  a realignment of the core principles of the Early 

Years Foundation Stage:   

 

These principles are:  

¶ every child is a unique child , who is c onstantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 

self-assured  

¶ children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships   

¶ children learn and develop well in enabling environments , in which their experiences respond to their 

individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers  

¶ children develop and learn in different ways  and at different rates.  

 

Whilst some aspects of our ôTrust Readyõ curriculum are academically challenging , we f ully embed and ôliveõ the three characteristics of effective teaching and 

learning  of:  

 

¶ playing and exploring  - children investigate and experience things, and ôhave a goõ  

¶ active learning  - childr en concentrate,  keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements  

¶ creating and thinking critically  - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things . 

 

This curriculum is not an excuse for an overly formal, playless or sedentary Early Years experience for our children ð on the contrary, skilled practitioners can 

develop all aspects of child knowledge and skills through the characteristics above, with a memorable, enjoyable and effectiv ely un ique Early Years experience.  
 

.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

òThe first 5 years, have so much to do with how the next 80 turn out.ó 

Bill Gates  
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The Early Years Curriculum is not in its entirety within this document  
 

This document is a common curriculum basis ð not an arbitrary assessment tool  or full curriculum offer . It is not designed to be a ôtick listõ to assess every 

child against every statement. Children are statutorily assessed against the Early Learning Goals at the end of Reception ð this curriculum is broade r than 

the Early Learning Goals. It aims to exemplify, broaden and balance the curriculum ð and in many cases, deepen it - encompassing key life skills, 

experiences and expectations, which are not explicitly part of the ôEarly Years Outcomesõ document. For example, the key aspects of early childhood of 

table manners, responding to greetings, cooking skills and fitness have all been interwoven into the document. Understanding the World is a central driver 

to this curriculum, as such, the experiences and expe ctations detailed within this section, are seen as vehi cles and contexts for learning across the 

curriculum .  

In light of the review, this curriculum demands that  every child  across the Trust : 

¶ Actively listen s and take s part in ôfive a dayõ language rich experiences each day (stories, poems, raps, rhymes, nursery rhymes, tongue 

twisters, songs)  

¶ Has access to weekly  at least one  physical education  lesson 

¶ Uses the ôTrust Bearõ as a common context for learning and sharing  

¶ Is expected to have the opportunity to develop accurate letter and number  formation  prior to year 1  

¶ Develops a love of learning  ð they are confident,  articulate and increasingly independent learners, because their curriculum is fun, inspiring 

and relevant .     

 

Whilst the general termly expectations are set out in relation to the curriculum areas as identified by the ôEarly Learning Goalsõ ð and where our schools teach more widely than this 

narrow focus in these areas, there are other key considerations wh ich practitioners and schools must consider. These are:  

 

¶ How are areas of the curriculum that are not listed alongside an Early Learning Goal taught in your school? For example, Comp uting and ICT are skills are not linked to an 

Early Learning Goal, but ar e areas of important teaching in preparation for Year 1 readiness.  

 

¶ How do these expectations align with the curriculum model of the school? Are the examples shared in line with the progression  models for the national curriculum subjects 

taught across KS1  and beyond, which start in Early Years?  

 

As such, in order to gain a full picture of the Early Years curriculum, other documentation is required to ascertain the full  and holistic view of Early Years within our schools.  

 

ôTrust Readyõ Statements ð What are they?  
In addition to achieving the Early Learning Goal, we aspire for all of our children to be able to  do , be entitled to, or experience  additional learning beyond the traditional ôEarly 

Learning Goal õ. These statements may be slightly more challengi ng, in preparation for Year 1, but equally may be aspects of our curriculum which are simply not part of the 

traditional Early Lear ning Goal, yet we deem this learning as an important aspect of learning for our reception year curriculum.  

 

Not meeting the demands of the ôTrust Readyõ section for each area does not mean that a child has not achieved the Early Learning Goal, or are not on track to achieve it  (the 

nationally expected standard for the end of the EYFS) , but it will mean that they are not as well  prepared for key  stage 1 as the Trust aims for.  
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There is no longer an  ôexceedingõ level of achievement  within the statutory Early Years 

assessment procedures.   The focus for practitioners MUST be to ensure that as many children 

as possible reach the e xpected standard by the end of the year ð so that learning gaps are 

closed as soon as possible. This does not mean that practitioners should not deepen 

childrenõs understanding and provide extended opportunities for children who are ready. 

This should be w ithin the curriculum expectations for the year, and not ôdipping in to year 1õ 

curriculum content.   

  

òChildren want the same things we want. To 

laugh, to be challenged, to be entertained, 

to be delighted.ó  

 

Dr Seuss. 
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Educational Programme:   

The development of childrenõs spoken language underpins all seven areas 

of learning and development. Childrenõs back-and -forth interactions from 

an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive 

development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with 

adults and peers throughout the day in a language -rich environment is 

crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and 

echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will 

build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and 

engaging them actively in stories, non -fictio n, rhymes and poems, and then 

providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words 

in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through 

conversation, story -telling and role play, where children share their ideas 

w ith support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning 

that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich 

range of vocabulary and language structures.   

Communication and Language   

Early Years Expectations: Trust Ready 

òLearning too soon our limitations, we never 

learn our powers. ó 
 

Mignon McLaughlin  


